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Accidents 
Reporting 92 
Duty and obligation 92

Alcohol 
Alcohol & other drugs 5, 40, 114

Anchors 
Anchor chain 45
Anchor lines 46
Anchoring near historic shipwrecks 120
Anchoring restrictions 61 
How to anchor 84
Standards & features 45
Types of anchors 45

Applications 
Application for initial registration  16 
Application for new owner  
re-registration 16 
Application for transfer of registration 17
Application for boat licence 13 
Application for Special Permit 14

Aquatic reserves 119

Australian builders plate (ABP) 4, 36, 38

Boat code 
Application 15 
Boat code agents 124 
HIN format 16
Hull identification number (HIN) 15-16

Boat operator’s licence 
Application 13
Evidence of Identity (EOI) 13
Examination 13 
Exemptions from requirements 12 
Interstate licence 13 
Medical conditions 13 
Operating without a licence 12
When required (who needs one) 12

Boat registration 
Australian builders plate (ABP) 38
Deceased joint owner 17
Displaying registration numbers 18 
Evidence of Identity (EOI) 13 
How to apply 

Initial registration 16
Interstate registration 17
New owner re-registration 16
Proof of Vessel Ownership (PVO) 16 
Registration numbers 18 
Renew registration  17 
Transfer of registration 17 
Unseaworthy vessels 22

Buoyancy vests 
See ‘Lifejackets’ 

Buying a boat 
Choosing the right boat 22
Boat registration 15-18

Canoes, kayaks etc 
Safety equipment 43

Required equipment 
See ‘Safety Equipment, Variations from 
standard requirements’ 44

Capacity 
Australian builders plate (ABP) 38
Loading for stability 36-38

Chart datum 52

Customer service centres 
Customer service centre locations 127

Distress signals 
EPIRB 6, 25, 43, 47, 97
Flares 43-46, 98
Marine radio 7, 25, 43, 49, 78-79, 96
V sheet 10, 43, 96
When to use 46-47, 95-98
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Dolphins  
See ‘Marine mammals’ 

Emergency position indicating  
radio beacon (EPIRB) 

Distress Signals 6, 25, 43, 47, 97

Evidence of Identity (EOI) 
Acceptable documents 13

Fire 
Fighting a fire 94
Fire extinguishers 48 
Fire prevention 39

Flares 
Distress signals 46, 96-98

Hazards, potential 
Ocean bars 54
Weather  54

Squalls 55
Thunderstorms 55  
Wind 55
Waves 55

Historic Shipwrecks 
Anchoring near historic shipwrecks 120

Hull identification number (HIN) 
Boat code 6, 16

Insurance 92

International rules 58-61
Giving way and right-of-way 60

Launching your vessel 27

Licences 
Boat licence 12-15
Marine radio licence 49

Lifejackets 25, 34, 43-44, 50-51, 93
Types of lifejacket 50-51
When to wear 31-33, 43-44, 50-51

Loading 
Loading for stability 36-38 
Safe loading capacity table 36-37

Local knowledge 106

Marine mammals 
Keeping clear 118
Reporting Incidents 118

Marine parks 119

Marine radio 
Distress call (Mayday) 78, 96
Licensing & registration 49
Operating procedures 78-79
Safety call (Sécurité) 79, 97
Types of radios 49
Urgency call (Pan Pan) 78, 96

Marine safety officers 125

Pollution 
Disposing of vessel waste 119
Noise 120
Reporting pollution 119

Proof of Vessel Ownership (PVO) 15-16

Reporting 
Accidents 92
Marine mammals (harassed, stranded,  
injured or dead) 118
Pollution 119
Rare species 118
Sharks 118
Vessel accident/incident information 132

Safety equipment 
121.5 MHz EPIRB - disposal 125 
Anchors 

Anchoring 84 
Types 45

Canoes, kayaks etc 44
Required equipment 
See ‘Variations from standard  
requirements’ 

Charts and maps 46 
Emergency position indicating  
radio beacon (EPIRB) 25, 47, 97
Fire extinguishers 48 
Flares 

Types & Use 98 
Expired flares - disposal 46
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Safety equipment (cont)
Lifejacket 31-33, 43-44, 50-51 
Marine radio 

Licensing & registration 49
Operating procedures 78-79

Required equipment 43
Sailboards, windsurfers etc 44

Required equipment 
See ‘Variations from standard  
requirements’ 

Variations from standard requirements 44
Vessels 8 metres and over 

Protected Waters 42-43
Semi-Protected Waters 42-43 
Unprotected Waters 42-43

Vessels lesd than 8 metres 
Protected Waters 42-43 
Semi-Protected Waters 42-43
Unprotected Waters 42-43

Sharks 
Sightings 118

Shipwrecks, historic 
Anchoring near historic shipwrecks 120

Special Permit 
Application 14
Evidence of Identity (EOI) 13
Theory examination 14
Operating without a Special Permit 12
Practical examination 14 
What a Special Permit allows 14 
When to produce 12

Tides times 52

Towing 
Towing a vessel (to a launch site) 27
Towing a device/skier(s)  
(Waterskiing) 114-115

Trip preparation 
Safety equipment 42-45
Tides 52 
Vessel check 22-26 
Vessel maintenance 22-26

Vessel registration 15
See ‘Boat registration’ 

Weather 
Squalls 55
Thunderstorms 55
Waves 55
Weather forecasts 54
Wind 55

Whales and dolphins 118
See ‘Marine mammals’ 
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VESSEL ACCIDENT/INCIDENT INFORMATION
In South Australia owners and operators of vessels are required to report an accident or 
incident which results in loss of life, personal injury or property damage of more than $300 to 
the CE or an authorised person (Police Officer or a Marine Safety Officer) as soon as possible 
but within 48 hours.

If you observe or are involved in an accident or incident you should record the following 
details at the time of the incident. It is important to gather this information to enable the 
completion of an accident report at a later time, however personal safety must remain the 
highest priority. You can visit www.sa.gov.au/topics/boating-and-marine/boat-and-marine-
safety to report your vessel accident/incident online.

Date:                         /            / Time:                                    am  /  pm

Location:

Vessel 1

Operator Name:

Telephone number: Registration No:

Colour/type vessel:

Vessel 2

Operator Name:

Telephone number: Registration No:

Colour/type vessel:

Weather: windy clear cloudy rain

 other

Water calm choppy rough

conditions: other

http://www.sa.gov.au/topics/boating-and-marine/boat-and-marine-safety
http://www.sa.gov.au/topics/boating-and-marine/boat-and-marine-safety
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Description/diagram of incident:

Injury/Fatality details:

Witness details:

Name:

Address:

Telephone number:

Name:

Address:

Telephone number:
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